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BREAKING NEWS: ARTCURIAL DISCOVERS
A FORGOTTEN TREASURE IN FRANCE

-

SALE FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2015 -

1961 Ferrari 250 GT SWB California Spider • Chassis 2935 • Ex Alain Delon • Baillon Collection
Estimate : 9 500 000 – 12 000 000 €
1956 Maserati A6G Gran Sport Frua • Chassis 2140 • Baillon Collection
Estimate : 800 0000 – 1 200 000 €

Paris – The Collectors’ Car Department at Artcurial has discovered 60 collectors’ automobiles, all major marques dating
from the early days of the motor car through to the 1970s. Found following fifty years of lying dormant, the Baillon collection
will be sold by Artcurial Motorcars in the first part of the traditional sale at Retromobile Salon, on 6 February 2015, in Paris.
These motor cars have been tucked away in a property in the West of France, under makeshift corrugated iron shelters and in
various outbuildings.
Matthieu Lamoure, Managing Director at Artcurial Motorcars, declared: « Not since the revelation of the Schlumpf
Collection in Mulhouse, of which Maître Hervé Poulain was the expert, has such a group of emblematic automobiles been
disclosed and what is more, in such original condition! Visitors to the Retromobile Salon will be able to share in our emotion,
much like that experienced by Lord Carrington and Howard Carter entering Tutankhamun’s tomb. Artcurial will put on show the
magic of these sixty mysterious mechanical creatures, like a giant work of art: the unrealised dream of its owner brought
back to life…»

Pierre Novikoff, motor car specialist declared : « These sleeping Beauties are clothed in the precious patina of time gone
by. A collection like this can’t fail to arouse the passions of those who love automobiles, as well as art and history enthusiasts.
Never again, anywhere in the world, will such a treasure be unearthed! »
Bugatti, Hispano-Suiza, Talbot-Lago, Panhard-Levassor, Maserati, Ferrari, Delahaye, Delage…these legendary marques
make up the extraordinary cache discovered by the Artcurial car department team, Matthieu Lamoure and Pierre Novikoff.
Many of these cars were built by highly celebrated coachbuilders such as Million-Guiet, Chapron and Saoutchik, with a
number of Talbot Lago T26s including a very rare Grand Sport Aérodynamique and a rather extravagant Cabriolet once
owned by King Farouk.

Talbot Lago T26 Grand Sport coupé Saoutchik
Collection Baillon, © Artcurial

Talbot Lago T26 cabriolet Saoutchik ex-King Farouk
Collection Baillon, © Artcurial

Sheltering in a garage, conserved in good condition, the two specialists came across one of just three Maserati A6G Gran
Sports with coachwork by Frua, dating from 1956. Beneath piles of newspapers, they discovered a Ferrari 250GT SWB
California Spider, with covered headlights. It had been bought new by the actor Gérard Blain, then sold to fellow actor Alain
Delon, who was photographed several times at the wheel of this machine, including in 1964 with Jane Fonda during the filming
of ‘Les Félins’ and on the Côte d’Azur with Shirley MacLaine. One of 37 examples, this Pininfarina-designed cabriolet, its
whereabouts unknown to marque historians until now, is bound to attract the attention of collectors of important historic Ferrari.

Hispano Suiza H6B cabriolet Millon-Guiet
Collection Baillon, © Artcurial

Talbot Lago T26 Record coupé Saoutchik
Collection Baillon, © Artcurial

This collection was assembled during the 1950s by Roger Baillon, an entrepreneur who ran a transport company based in the
west of France. As enthusiast from the early days, he exhibited, at the Paris Motor Show during the 1950s, a roadster that he
had built. His dream was to conserve the heritage of pre-war automobiles in museum surroundings. During the 1970s, before
he could carry out the necessary restoration work, his dream was shattered when his business suffered a setback. He was
forced to sell some fifty cars, and since that time, the rest of the collection did not move until this discovery.

1956 Maserati A6G Gran Sport Frua, Collection Baillon
© Artcurial

1961 Ferrari 250 GT SWB California Spider
Collection Baillon, © Artcurial
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About Artcurial – Founded in 2002, Artcurial confirmed its position as the leading French auction house in 2013 with 123
sales organised across 20 specialist departments. In 2013 the auction house achieved an overall sales total of 178.1million euros, representing an increase of 24% on 2012, and notably achieved the third highest auction price of the year
in France with the sculpture La Rivière, by Aristide Maillol, that sold for over 6.1-million euros. It has also confirmed its position
as market leader for Comic Strips in Europe, Collectors’ Cars in continental Europe, jewellery and watches in France and
Monaco and Old Master Paintings in Paris. With a strong international bias, Artcurial maintains its presence abroad with offices
in Milan, Vienna and Brussels, and travelling exhibitions in the United States and Asia.
Over the course of the last two years, the collectors’ car department at Artcurial has grown rapidly, increasing from 30 M€ / 40
M$ in 2013 to 50 M€ / 66 M$ in 2014 (+67%). The sales in France have continued to set new records and attract an
increasingly international clientèle. Artcurial Motorcars has established a reputation for sourcing cars that are new to the
market and for presenting large private collections, creating excitement and attracting collectors.
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THE DISCOVERY OF THE BAILLON COLLECTION :
INTERVIEW WITH MATTHIEU LAMOURE ET PIERRE NOVIKOFF

-

SALE FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2015 -

Matthieu Lamoure, director of the department and Pierre Novikoff, motor car specialist
Artcurial Motorcars – The Collectors’ Car Department at Artcurial

Paris – It was in the West of France that the team from
Artcurial’s collectors’ car department made an
extraordinary discovery. Forgotten for almost fifty years,
some 60 automobiles assembled with devotion in order to
create a private museum that would pay tribute to this
great human invention. This unique collection will be
offered for sale on February 6 2015, at the Retromobile
Salon, the essential rendez-vous for all motoring
enthusiasts.

Matthieu Lamoure and Pierre Novikoff, of Artcurial
Motorcars, tell us about this incredible find.
This has been like finding real treasure. Is it
something that happens often to you ?
Matthieu Lamoure, Managing Director of Artcurial
Motorcars : This sort of thing doesn’t happen often
enough ! I think, above all, you go into this profession for
discoveries like this. Yes, this really is a treasure. No doubt

a once-in-a-lifetime discovery. In our jargon, we speak
about « barn finds » as cars that are intact, that have
remained untouched for years, and are found again. I have
to say that when we arrived here, we found ourselves
overcome with emotion. Probably much like Lord
Carrington and Howard Carter, on being the first person for
centuries to enter Tutankhamun’s tomb. It really was a
case of waking up sleeping beauty.
Pierre Novikoff, senior specialist at Artcurial Motorcars
: We are treasure hunters ! I don’t think that the collectors’
car world has seen anything like this since the Schlumpf
Collection, when Maître Hervé Poulain was the expert. This
is surely the last time that such a discovery will be made,
anywhere in the world. What is so special here is the
number of cars (60), the range (from the early days of the
motor car to the 1970s) and the quality and pedigree of the
models. Unlike the Schlumpf collection that was known
about and documented, ours is completely new. It’s a
discovery!

property, to get a first look. Across three hectares, we
could see different makeshift structures. Low shelters
covered with corrugated iron. From there, we realised that
this was something big. We still didn’t know what we were
looking at, but could make out coachwork, weathered by
time and the elements. Some modern shapes and others
that were older.
PN : Incredible! The cars weren’t stored in solid, purpose
built sheds, but completely makeshift constructions. We
came closer and realised that there were dozens of cars
parked underneath. We soon realised that some of these
had been put there 50 years earlier and left untouched.
Wooden posts, between the cars, supported the fragile
roofs. The sides were open to the elements. We still didn’t
realise exactly what we were faced with : the number of
cars, the marques, their condition.

This is becoming a speciality !
ML : I must say that at Artcurial Motorcars, we are
committed to finding cars that have rarely or never been
seen on the market before. This is our signature style, and
is requires an incredible amount of work. We spend the
year crossing Europe and travelling around the world. It is
no coincidence that collectors come to our sales from
across the globe year after year. This year, we realised
close to 50 M€ / 66 M$ in sales, which is up 67% on 2013.
PN : The prices and the records are a welcome reward for
our hard work. But to arrive in a small village in the West
of France, and discover this treasure, is unheard of. We
share the same passion as the collectors. They know our
commitment and they stay with us. We share the same
language. And it is this bond that enables us to coordinate
auction sales like this one. I like to think it is our
trademark !
How, exactly, did this start ?
PN : It is quite a story. When we are preparing for a sale,
we criss-cross France and travel around the world
searching for rare pieces. A key part of our profession is
being able to build relationships and to listen when we are
told about something. On that particular day, I had a
feeling that something was going to happen. On the
phone, I gathered from the information I was given, that
this could turn out to be something important. Without
realising the scale. I spoke to Matthieu immediately and
we arranged to go there, to find out what it was.
And when you arrived, what happened?
ML : It was a fairly indescribable feeling. On entering the
gates of this property, we had no idea what we would find.
We had to go in through the gardens at the rear of the

It was practically an archeological excavation you
were looking at!
ML : Exactly! However, before the inventory, recording
and researching their history, we needed to see
everything. We continued our exploration at a second site,
at the bottom of a field, then in one of the property’s
outbuildings, an old barn that had been converted into an
improvised garage.
PN : And there the shocks continued. The artistic and
aesthetic shock first of all, faced with the beauty of these
metallic sculptures. The emotional shock followed, as we
came across incredible models and iconic marques. This
was somewhere between a metallic graveyard and a
museum. Nature had taken a hold, over the years. Ivy had
invaded a car and entirely covered its wheel, while weeds
had taken root in a passenger compartment as easily as in
a greenhouse. In places, the sheets of corrugated iron
were resting directly on the cars.

But what is the story behind this treasure ?
ML : Of course, this is the first question we asked
ourselves ! In front of such a collection, how could we not
be curious, and want to find out ? How had someone been
able to amass so many cars ? And for what purpose ?
PN : Little by little, thanks to the owners, we learnt the
story and the pieces of the puzzle began to fall into place.
We were standing in front of the Baillon collection. Well
documented, it had given rise to a large sale during the
1970s. It was thought that everything had been sold, and
its existence had been forgotten about. And here, we had
just found the lost collection ! The troupe of red lorries,
associated with the celebrated ‘Transports Baillon’ in the
mid-20th century, left us in no doubt.

industry ! It was moving to find the relics of this great era,
in the garden of the property.
PN : It was between 1955 and 1965 that he amassed the
largest part of the models. Unfortunately, during the
1970s, he suffered a reverse of fortune and his business
went into decline. Which explains the large sale at the end
of the decade.
But why collect the cars ?
PN : This needs to be put into context. Although collectors’
cars, and particularly post-war French models, are
snapped up today in the salerooms, this has not always
been the case. At that time, Roger Baillon saved many of
these cars from the scrapyard. With many significant
models amongst them !
ML : This man was one of the early collectors. He wanted
to celebrate the art of automotive engineering and bought
a property to turn into an automobile museum. He began
to buy key models in France and Europe. Having a
transport business, it was straightforward for him to have
his treasure delivered to the property he had bought in
1953 for this purpose. He even acquired a little train which
he planned to use to make a tour of the museum, that
would pass by all the cars.
PN : When the vehicles arrived, he put them away without
much fuss, one next to the other. He restored some and
left others as they were. He passed on his passion to his
children and grandchildren. They continue to be very
attached to this collection that they had watched expand,
with the cars they had grown up around.
I imagine that you went from one discovery to another
when you started to make an inventory ?

How did it come to be lost ?
PN : I must tell you the story ! It is essentially that of a
great inventor and automobile enthusiast, although the
collection was put together over several generations. Up
until 1977, Roger Baillon had a transport and truck
manufacturing business in the west of France. In 1947,
this guy who was crazy about machines made a name for
himself : he exhibited a car he had designed himself : the
Oiseau bleu (blue bird). It was an ingenious vehicle,
sculptural. It was the work of an artist, built to the highest
standards.
ML : Roger Baillon made his fortune manufacturing trucks,
at a time when the transport business was booming, after
the war. He had the monopoly on transporters for
dangerous liquid chemicals, thanks to the design of a
secure, watertight tank. At the same time, he produced a
revolutionary lorry in 1950 that featured the first ever
‘cabine avancée’ (forward-control cab) in the transport

ML : 60 cars, legendary marques, in « barnfind »
condition. It was already unbelievable ! We had already
spotted a few gems during our first tour of the machines,
and making an inventory made us start to comprehend the
extent of the collection. One mythical coachbuilder after
another. I must tell you about three Talbots designed by
Saoutchik : despite their condition, it was impossible not to
fall in love with the lines of theTalbot Lago T26 Record
coupé by Saoutchik. It is like a work of art by Brancusi.
When we contacted the marque historian to tell him we
had found this car, he couldn’t believe it ! Once he had
recovered from the shock, he bombarded us with
questions.
PN : I’m not sure I’ve ever seen so many exceptional cars
together in one collection : Bugatti, Hispano-Suiza, TalbotLago, Panhard-Levassor, Maserati, Ferrari, Delahaye,
Delage… Roger Baillon saved these cars and succeeded
in his task : to trace the history of the automobile through
the finest examples ! When I look at the imposing Hispano
Suiza H6B cabriolet Million-Guiet, a car built in France, I

am impressed by the attention to detail and its proportions.
These men were genuine artists.
You speak of them like genuine works of art…
PN : But that’s what they are ! It is no coincidence that
Artcurial has a collectors’ car department. Certain cars,
much like paintings or sculptures, are works of art, created
by artists ! Not only the engineering, but their styling
reflects the history of design.
ML : I think you can feel the same emotion whether you
are looking at the cubist forms of Pablo Picasso, the
geometric but gentle shapes of Constantin Brancusi, a
bookcase by the designer Ron Arad or the perfect styling
of a Ferrari 250 GT SWB California Spider.
Tell me about this Ferrari. It is THE discovery ?
ML : Ferrari is a legendary name in the automobile world.
And this car is unique. Only 37 examples of this model
were built making it extremely rare. Every example has
been carefully documented by historians and this one was
thought to be lost. We have found it !
PN : And we really did ‘find’ it : it was buried, in a garage,
under a pile of papers (old copies of la Vie de l’Auto) and
various covers. Not what you would expect for a car worth
between 9.5 – 12 M€ / 12 – 16 M$. Its neighbour was
another gem, a Maserati A6G Gran Sport Frua.
Do any of these cars have special history ?
ML : The Ferrari, certainly ! When we were making the
inventory, we realised that the car used to belong to Alain
Delon !
PN : It had been bought new by the actor Gérard Blain who
sold it to his fellow actor Alain Delon. Delon was
photographed several times at the wheel of this machine :
in 1964 with Jane Fonda during the filming ‘Les Félins’ and
on the Côte d’Azur with Shirley Mac Laine.
ML : The collection also contains an extravagant Talbot
Lago T26 cabriolet that once belonged to King Farouk.

What can you do with vehicles in this condition ?
PN : All the cars are significant for their heritage, and we
hope that some of them will join big collections in and
outside France. Perhaps even museums. Amongst the 60
cars, the estimates vary from €500 to several million
euros. They will be displayed and sold as they are. Just as
we found them. Possibly one or two spider’s webs may be
lost in transit, and some of the dust blown away, but that’s
all !
ML : What is incredible is the condition of these cars. I
think some should be left as they are, and others should
be restored. This is a unique testimony. It is the collectors
who have this opportunity to make the successful bid who
will decide. If you think about it, there are always restored
cars available to buy on the market. These vehicles are
unique. This is a very rare opportunity presenting works of
art unknown to the market ! For the Talbot Lago T26
Grand Sport coupé Saoutchik, caved in at the rear, I think
it should be left in this condition. It is a sculpture.
The cars will be on display during the salon
Rétromobile, in February 2014. How do you transport
such fragile objects ?
ML : It is a highly technical and precise job, the same as
transporting a work of art. We need to take as much care
as if we were moving the Mona Lisa. The cars are loaded
manually into special lorries, to be taken to a warehouse.
There, like celebrities, they will be individually
photographed in a studio, inspected and written up for the
sale catalogue.
PN : You will see them again in February at the Parc des
Expositions de la Porte de Versailles, in the major
exhibition that precedes the sale on 6 February, at the
Retromobile Salon.
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